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[bookmark: _Toc473630508]Why is it important to learn Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Every assignment has a specific requirement. The requirement, specifies directly or indirectly, the use of a cognitive thinking level to be implemented in writing. Every level is associated to answering specific questions. Look at how each level is tested. When writing solution, first it would be advisable to break down the question into small part by associating the independent parts to an independent cognitive level.  After that, each part needs to be answered based on keywords that are associated to the identified cognitive level. Have a look at section 2 of the document that gives examples of writing under every level.

To be very specific about it, if a question is about ‘Analyse’ and you have mostly answered it in a ‘Descriptive or Comprehensive’ way, then you will score Zero. 

Similarly, if the question asks you to Describe, then answering it in a Analytical way will also attract Zero marks. 

So, it is very important to understand these cognitive levels and to know what is expected in your answers. 

[bookmark: _Toc473630509]Understanding Bloom’s Taxonomy
Bloom’s taxonomy is a concept that is used to promote thinking pattern and forms, especially in the field of education. The taxonomy is presented in a hierarchical form depicting the different levels or taxonomies. 
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Though the concept initially was applied and analysed in domains of cognitive thinking, presently its use has extended to assess writing in academic assignments. It is a very important concept, required to frame assignment solutions in line with the requirement. Not only in terms of written language, a picture under different bloom’s level is thought under different frames. 
The application of the concept in your writing would be tested based on the assignment solution created by you. All that you need to know about the various levels of the taxonomy writing can be learnt here. When it comes to the application of Bloom’s Taxonomy in writing assignment, you need to understand the key questions that are to be answered in accordance to the different levels.
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http://www.indiana.edu/~global/icab/materials/Brandel%20Argumentative%20Synthesis%20Assignment%20w%20Student%20Examples.pdf
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http://www.tc.umn.edu/~jewel001/CollegeWriting/WRITEREAD/CritReview/samples.htm

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe-writing-centre/critical-reading-and-writing/critical-review

https://www.gvsu.edu/cms4/asset/CC3BFEEB-C364-E1A1-A5390F221AC0FD2D/nursing_asr_papers_gg_final.pdf
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http://www.proprofs.com/quiz-school/story.php?title=blooms-taxonomy-learning-levels-learning

http://www.proprofs.com/quiz-school/story.php?title=blooms-taxonomy-quiz
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In Man'’s Search for Meaning, Viktor E. Frankl tells the very personal story of his experience as
a prisoner in a concentration camp during the Holocaust. He presents this story in the form of an
essay in which he shares his arguments and analysis as a doctor and psychologist as well as a former
prisoner. This paper will review Frankl’s story as well as his main arguments, and will evaluate the
quality of Frankl’s writing and focus on any areas of weakness within the story.
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This section contains a summary of Man's Search. Frankl begins his book by stating that his
purpose in writing the book is not to present facts and details of the Holocaust, but to provide a
personal account of the everyday life of a prisoner living in a concentration camp. He states, “This tale
is not concerned with the great horrors, which have already been described often enough (though less
often believed), but...it will try to answer this question: How was everyday life in a concentration camp
reflected in the mind of the average prisoner?” (21). Frankl then goes on to describe the three stages
of a prisoner’s psychological reactions to being held captive in a concentration camp.

The first phase, which occurs just after the prisoner is admitted to the camp, is shock. The second
phase, occurring once the prisoner has fallen into a routine within the camp, is one of apathy, or “the
blunting of the emotions and the feeling that one could not anymore” (42). The third phase, which
occurs after the prisoner has been liberated from the camp, is a period of “depersonalization”, in which
“everything appears unreal, unlikely, as in a dream” (110). In this phase, released prisoners also feel a
sense of “bitterness and disillusionment” when returning to their former lives (113). Frankl describes
each of these phases using psychological theory and provides personal experiences to exemplify each
of the stages.
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As described above, Frankl's main purpose for writing this book is to present and analyze the
average prisoner’s psychological reactions to the everyday life of a concentration camp. His three
main arguments are his presentation and analysis of each of the psychological stages that the average
concentration camp prisoner experiences: shock, apathy and depersonalization. He bases his
analyses of each of these stages on the actions of the prisoners and his own personal thoughts and
reactions as he experienced life in a concentration camp.

For example, Frankl argues that the second phase of apathy forces “the prisoner’s life down to
a primitive level” (47) in which “all efforts and all emotions were centered on one task: preserving
one’s own life and that of the other fellow” (47). He bases this theory on events he witnessed while
living in the camp himself, and states, “It was natural that the desire for food was the major primitive
instinct around which mental life centered. Let us observe the majority of prisoners when they
happened to work near each other and were, for once, not closely watched. They would immediately
start discussing food” (48). Frankl continuously uses examples from his experiences in the
concentration camp to illustrate and strengthen his psychological arguments throughout the text.
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Evaluation

‘This section contains an evaluation of FrankIs book. Firstly, the author is a survivor of the
Holocaust and was a prisoner of a concentration camp himself, which gives him the personal insight to
be able to comment on the psychological conditions of an average prisoner. However, this also
creates a bias and because of his personal experience, he is unable to be entirely objective in writing
his analysis. Frankl acknowledges this bias in the beginning of his book, by stating, “Only the man
inside knows. His judgments may not be objective, his evaluations may be out of proportion. This is
inevitable. An attempt must be made to avoid any personal bias, and that is the real difficulty of a book
of this kind" (24-25). Although he is aware of this bias, it creates a partiality that will sway the readers
throughout his story and it serves as a minor weakness in his writing style.

A second weakness in Frank'’s witing is in the assumptions he sometimes makes to prove his
point. He makes overarching generalizations several times in his book, making statements that,
although may have been true for himself and those around him, might not have been true for every
prisoner in every concentration camp during the Holocaust. For example, in one instance, he says,
“The prisoner of Auschwitz , in the first phase of shock, did not fear death” (37). Itis very bold to say
that no prisoner of Auschwitz, one of the most well-known and deadly concentration camps of the
Holocaust, did not fear death, as death was al around them and was a very real threat in their daily
ives. Although he might have not feared death during his phase of shock, it is impossible for him to
guarantee that no prisoner was at all fearful of death in this first psychological phase, and for him to
make overarching assumptions like this is a weakness to the overall quality of his book.

Finally, Frank sometimes becomes too technical and verbose in his writing style, which makes
itvery hard for the average reader to understand. One example of this i as follows. Frankl states, *I
remember an incident when there was an occasion for psychotherapeutic work on the inmates of a
whole hut, due to an intensification of their receptiveness because of a certain external situation”
(102). This sentence, which is overly wordy and complicated, makes it diffcult for the average reader
to understand exactly what he is saying. A reader can easily get frustrated when trying to decipher the
author's meaning due to overly complicated language, and this is a third weakness of Frank'’s writ
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« The student can put elements together to form a functional whole, create a
new product or point of view : assemble, generate, construct, design, develop,
formulate, rearrange, rewrite, organize, devise.

* The student can make judgments and justify decisions: appraise, argue,
d.ﬁnd, judge, select, support, evaluate, debate, measure, select, test,

* The student can distinguish between parts, how they relate to
each other, and to the overall structure and purpose: compare,
contract, crticize, differentiate, discriminate, question,
classify, distinguish, experiment

* The student can use information in a new way:
demonstrate, dramatize, interpret, solve, use,
illustrate, convert, discover, discuss, prepare

* The Student can construct meaning from oral,
H written and graphic messages: interpret,
Understanding axempiy, clasaty, summarze, Infer, compare,
explain, paraphrase, discuss

* The student can recognize and recall
relevant knowledge from long-term
memory: define, duplicate,
memorize, repeat, reproduce





